
Central Elementary 
School



Meet the Principals
  Becky Littmann, Principal   Taylor Harvey, Assistant Principal



Kindergarten Staff at Central 

   Ms. Martin

 Ms. Wingels 

Mrs. Meneese

Mrs. Vegter



Who To Call For Help at Central

School Office : 847-512-6100
●Mrs. Sallie Elman, Secretary (x 6104) 
●Mrs. Cathy O’Reilly, Secretary (x6103)
●Ms. Andrea Zito, School Nurse (x6102)

Sallie   Cathy    Andrea



School Spirit!



Our Mission

The Central School community will prepare 
students for a rapidly changing and 

challenging future by developing intelligence 
that is both academic and 

character-centered.



Is Your Child 
Ready for Kindergarten?

If he/she is age 5 on or before 
September 1st, your child is ready!



A Well-Balanced  Program
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What Happens in the 
Kindergarten Classroom?

Current Health & Safety Protocols
● Masks at all times
● Hand washing
● 6ft separation while eating, masks off
Students Will Learn...

●How to collaborate with others
●How to problem-solve
●Routines in classrooms
●Academics in small and large groups
●About the larger school community

 



Kindergarten Readiness

Respects People and Materials
Follows rules, solves simple problems, and cooperates.

Independently Takes Care of Personal Needs
Dresses self, uses the bathroom independently, cleans up after self, 
asks for help when needed.

Takes Turns
Shares  toys and materials; as well as waits to share

Respects Personal Space
Keeps hands and legs to self while sitting in a group, and 
understands how and when to appropriately make contact with 
others

Demonstrates Self-Control
Contains emotions, trys new things, and interacts with adults and 
peers

Is Excited to Start School and is Eager to Learn
Wants to learn new things be part of the group



Academic Readiness

Pre Academic Skills To Practice Now, Make Sure Your Child:
● Recognizes own name in print
● Uses school tools such as scissors, crayons, and pencils 

appropriately
● Follows simple directions
● Recognizes most letters and numbers
● Interacts with books

What You Can Do To Help Prepare For School in August:
● Encourage independence and help your child be ready to say 

"Goodbye"  and avoid sharing your separation anxiety
● Teach your child to carry a backpack 
● Teach your child how to zip/unzip coats, use buttons, etc.
● Organize playdates with friends



Beginning of the Year

Early Spring 



The Kindergarten Classroom

● Expecting 4 sections of 
academic kindergarten 

● Academic Day in the 
Morning

● Optional fee-based 
enrichment program in the 
afternoon

● Each Classroom Has a 
Paraprofessional

● Other adults in the 
classroom 



Service Delivery in the Kindergarten 
Classroom: Inclusion

       SUPPORT STAFF include:
Speech/Language Pathologist

speech production
language development

Learning Behavior Specialist
academic skill development
behavioral intervention/support

Occupational Therapist
fine/gross motor development

 sensory needs
Social Worker

social emotional skills
  curriculum:  Second Step
English Learner Teacher

social and academic vocabulary
speaking, listening, reading, and writing



Kindergarten Curriculum

Curriculum Night (date/time TBD).

Look for the list of grade level expectations on the 
District 39 website: www.wilmette39.org

Check out the Central School Website and Kindergarten 
classroom web pages.

http://www.wilmette39.org


KEEP39
During the 2021-2022 school year, kindergarten students will attend D39’s 
existing half-day academic program in the morning and students may choose 
to participate in the optional enrichment program in the afternoon.

● Enhance D39’s high-quality half-day academic Kindergarten through 
enrichment and exploration.  

● Enrich learning in literacy, math, social studies, science, socialization and 
purposeful play. 

● Provide enhanced social emotional experiences to inspire kindness, 
empathy, and resilience.

● The program requires a fee of $6,460.  
● Fees cover additional personnel and material costs related                         

to enrichment.  
● Eligible families may receive a fee waiver* pending                         

discussion.



A Typical Day of Kindergarten + KEEP39
Sample Schedule

 Kindergarten

8:35: Arrival and greetings
● Class meetings and calendar time
● English Language Arts Workshop 

(Reading & Writing)
● Math
● Science
● Social Studies
● Specials (Music, Physical Education, 

Library, and Spanish)
● Read-a-loud and snack
● Recess or cooperative games

11:10 Pack up and/or closure activities

Kindergarten Enrichment & Enhancement 
Program in District 39 (KEEP39)

11:10 Transition time to KEEP39
● Lunch/Recess
● Theme-based exploration through

● Academic Enrichment Centers & Stations
● STEM/STEAM
● Nature-based Experiences 
● Music & Movement
● Arts Enrichment
● Play-based Enrichment Opportunities

3:15 Dismissal*

*Early Dismissal on Friday @ 2:15



KEEP39 Lunch

● School Cafeteria OR classroom 
● Can bring a lunch
● Can buy a lunch (monthly menu online)

Same systems as grades 1-4
Parents put money into student/family account 



Parents as Partners
● Enrichment activities
● Volunteers in classrooms
● Conferences & Report Cards 
● Teacher newsletters, websites, and blogs
● Digital platforms to share student work like SeeSaw
● Email 
● School-wide communication from Principal and PTA
● Be your child’s advocate, but don’t be afraid to let your 

child struggle a little on their own in order to develop 
coping skills

● Talk to your child’s teacher whenever you have a concern



Information from the Nurse
● Attendance Line to report all absences 847-512-6150

○ Available 24/7 to leave messages
■ Report Absences 
■ Late Arrivals & Early Pick-ups

● Notify the nurse of Communicable Diseases
○ COVID symptoms (all students must stay home if anyone in 

the house is sick)
○ Strep throat, pink eye, lice, chicken pox, etc.

■ Letter sent home to classroom parents (no names mentioned)
■ Extra cleaning is ordered for classroom

● Required Health Forms
○ Physical exam due by September 3

■ Make sure to fill out all sections of the form (including the 
“Health History” portion of the top of the second page!) 

○ Eye exam due by October 15 (make appointments now!)
○ Dental exam due by May 15



Central Health Office Website
https://sites.google.com/wilmette39.org/centralhealthoffice

https://sites.google.com/wilmette39.org/centralhealthoffice/


Pick-up & Drop-off
● Safe walking routes - identified on the Central website, 

including crossing guard locations
● Drop off and pick up at kindergarten playground doors
● Park and/or walk to the kindergarten classroom doors 

for arrival and dismissal.
● Parking:  

○ 9th Street, north of Lake Avenue
○ 10th Street
○ South side of Central Street
○ No parking in the bus drop off lane on 9th Street

● D39 Bus Option:
○ $333 for one way
○ $575 for round trip
○ Information will be sent to parents via BrightArrow 

when registration opens.



A Welcome from 
Your PTA

 

Central PTA Presidents:

 PTA Presidents: 
Anne Hart - president@centralschoolpta.org

Jen Curchin (2021/22) 
presidentelect@centralschoolpta.org

PTA Website: centralschoolpta.org

 



What You Should Know

There is a way for everyone to get involved
● Opportunities to fit your interests and your time

Housekeeping Items::
● Purchase School Supplies - Information on PTA website 
● Emails sent late August with information on how to join the 

PTA and gain access to the online directory
● In the meantime, feel free to reach out to Jen Curchin, 

incoming president, if you would like to learn more



iGNITE Funds & Supports All 
Enrichment Programs

Past Kindergarten Programs
Three Trike storytelling at William Harris Lee Violin Store

Madcap Puppet Theater
Mad Science - Magnificent Magnets

Outdoor Classroom at Central Garden
Author Visits 

High Tech High Touch Dig It



School Supplies
● ORDER BY MAY 28, 2021
● Central Elementary offers the EduKit program as a quick and convenient option 

for busy families to order school supplies for the upcoming school year. EduKits 
include the supplies carefully selected by our teachers and approved by our 
school.

● Central PTA Donation Kit: Each kit will purchased will provide much needed 
school supplies for a child at a school Central has partnered with for the last 3 
years, Prieto Academy, a Chicago public school with over 95% on free or 
reduced lunch.  

● Your student's order will be in their classroom on the first day of school. 
● Find the link on the PTA website.
● You can also buy school supplies yourself. The supply lists for each grade are on 

the Central Elementary website.



New Playground!



Spring/Summer Communication

● By End of May:
○ Complete an enrollment packet 

for classroom placement

● August Emails and Central 
Website Postings:
○  Teacher assignment
○  Welcome letter from    

Classroom Teacher
○  Welcome from the PTA
○  Reminder of important dates



And now a glimpse into our 
kindergarten classrooms... 



https://docs.google.com/file/d/19OKTfA_V4Tw0qwEUrNndOIV7o4vYr552/preview


Any Questions?




